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Fifteenth Infantry Regiment 

 

“The Old China Hands” 
http://www.warfoto.com/15thInfRegt.html 

 

 
Fellow Old China Hands, 
 

I am sad to report that our Membership and Publicity Chair, John Campbell, resigned due to his deteriorating health and that of 
his wife.  He did great work on behalf of our Association and we will sorely miss him.  This adds to our already too long list of 
open positions.  
 

I included an article on Dr. Bae Sook Lee who served as an interpreter with 2-15 IN in the Korean War.  I hope someone will 
remember him and get in touch.  On another trip, we met with former POW and veteran of the first battle of OP Harry David 
Mills; OP Harry survivor Bob Baker; Association Chaplain Chuck Trout (Korea 1953-54); Marianne Stuart, widow of Nile Stuart 
(G/15 IN, 1951-52); and Henry Burke (G/15 IN in 1951-52).  All five are old friends and we are happy to report they are well.  
They also did great service on behalf of our Association, with Henry having served as a longtime membership chair and Chuck 
is still our Chaplain.  Henry’s wife, Pennie, also joined as an Associate Member.  I encourage family members to join the 
Association, as well as widows to remain part of the Regimental family.  We plan to engage in a great deal more cross-country 
travel and are always happy to stop and visit members.  Let us know if you would be interested in having us stop by–we would 
love to meet you! 
 

I hope you enjoy the article on Colonel Townsend Whelen – a truly interesting man!  I enjoyed the research and, for those of 
you interested, a simple internet search will turn up much more information.  Finney’s Old China Hands, which is still a great 
book, mentions him by name.  Our Regiment has had many interesting Soldiers pass through its ranks!  
 

I was contacted by COL(Ret.) Brian Wells who served with 1-15 IN in Kitzingen in the mid-70s.  He sent photos of the Battalion 
from that period for the China Room.  We had several long conversations on what life in the Battalion was like and some of the 
more interesting personalities with whom he served.  He also generously donated to the Association.  He has a first edition 
copy of The Old China Hands signed by Charles Finney personally! 
 

3-15 Infantry is doing great as it is wrapping up its conversion to mechanized and heading to the National Training Center.  We 
know the Battalion and entire 2nd Brigade will do well, continuing to set the Marne Standard for the great 3rd Infantry Division! 
 

Tom Heitzer continues to do a great job on our database.  Unfortunately, he continues to identify members who have passed 
away.  We need a concerted effort to contact and recruit new members.  Please find your old buddies and sign them up!  Much 
of our problem continues to be too many open positions in our Association.  Please look inside the front cover and find a job 
you believe you can do well.  We need you! 
 

I am including an article on the new National Museum of the United States Army under construction in Northern Virginia and 
the Army Historical Foundation.  One of its many great features is a Registry of the American Soldier.  Stories included there 
will be available on one of the kiosks erected in the lobby of the museum and online at the www.armyhistory.org website. 
Please put your story there for the rest of us to learn about your contributions as an American Soldier! 
 

I would like your help in my ongoing research on a biography of Iron Mike O’Daniel, 3ID Commander in WWII and I Corps 
Commander in Korea 1951-1952.  Should any of you have had any experiences with LTG O’Daniel during your time in service, 
please share your stories with me.  
 

Monika and I will host two historical seminars:  1) 11-14 September on the 6th Corps and 6th Army Group in Italy, France, 
Germany, and Austria–this year is the 75th anniversary year of the fighting at Anzio and Operation Dragoon in Southern 
France–and 2) 16-19 October on the Korean War. Both are in Springfield, VA.  Please contact me at timmoni15@yahoo.com 
for further information.  Can Do! Tim  

http://www.armyhistory.org/
mailto:timmoni15@yahoo.com
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Association Officers and Staff 

President 
Timothy R. Stoy 
6531 Milva Lane 
Springfield, VA 22150 
(703) 912-4218 
timmoni15@yahoo.com 

Commander, 3rd Battalion 
LTC Arthur L. McGrue III 
594 Vanguard Road Ste 3071 
Ft. Stewart, GA 31314 
(912) 435-7697 
arthur.l.mcgrue2.mil@mail.mil 
 

Editor, The Dragon 
Andrew G. Lerch 
15302 Iris Lane 
Montclair, VA 22025 
(706) 325-3705 
andrew.g.lerch.mil@mail.mil 

Vice President 
Addison D. (Tad) Davis IV 
2104 27th St S 
Arlington, VA 22206 
(703) 772-4558 
tad.davis117@gmail.com 

CSM, 3rd Battalion 
CSM Andrew R. DeUnger 
594 Vanguard Road Ste 3071 
Ft. Stewart, GA 31314 
(912) 435-7698 
andrew.r.deunger.mil@mail.mil 

Trustee 
Leonard L. Lassor 
690 Salman Fall Road 
Rochester, NH 03868 
(603) 335-3554 
lenlassor@myfairpoint.net 

Secretary 
Position eliminated (Nov 2018) 

Chaplain 
Charles C. Trout 
10191 Birchwood Drive 
Huntington Beach, CA 92646 
(714) 836-4981 
chaptrout@aol.com 

Trustee 
Warren E. Sessler 
4591 Bigford Street 
Las Vegas, NV 89122 
(702) 617-7022 
sessler1@aol.com 

Treasurer (Acting) 
Tom R. Heitzer 
231 Normandie Drive 
Bonne Terre, MO 63628 
(314) 650-4692 
theitzer001@charter.net 

China Room Custodian  
SSG Tyrone Love 
594 Vanguard Road Ste 3071 
Ft. Stewart, GA 31314 
(706) 987-0127 
tyrone.g.love.mil@mail.mil 
 
 
 

Trustee 
Vacant 

Membership Chairman 
Tom R. Heitzer 
231 Normandie Drive Bonne 
Terre, MO 63628  
(314) 650-4692 
theitzer001@charter.net 

Webmaster 
Rich Heller 
1515 Ramblewood Dr 
Hanover Park, IL 60133 
(630) 837-8871 
rheller@warfoto.com 

Trustee 
Vacant 

HSGMOR 
Mark T. Baker 
5415 Roaring Branch Road 
Columbus, GA 31904 
(706) 566-5165 
ultimabake47@gmail.com 

Historian 
Timothy R. Stoy 
6531 Milva Lane 
Springfield, VA 22150 
(703) 912-4218 
timmoni15@yahoo.com 

Database Administrator 
Tom R. Heitzer 
231 Normandie Drive 
Bonne Terre, MO 63628 
(314) 650-4692 
theitzer001@charter.net 

HCOR 
Jerry Bates 
3017 Margaret Jones Lane 
Williamsburg VA 23185 
(757) 645-4765 
jerrybates41@cox.net 

Public Relations Chairman 
Vacant 

C & BL Chairman  
Vacant 

 

The Dragon is the quarterly publication of the 15th Infantry Regiment Association.  Published in 
January, April, July, and October, neither its editorial nor article content carries official endorsement 
of the Association.  Input for the Dragon is due the 15th of each month prior to publishing to 
andrew.g.lerch.mil@mail.mil.
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Taps 
 

 John K. Carmichael Jr.-LM 
 Muncie, IN 
 Associate Member 
 Uncle Carlton Wray served in REGT 
 Reported by Martin Snodgrass   
 

 Joseph G. Hampton-LM 
 Vineland, NJ 
 SFC, D CO, 1 BN, KW, 1952-53 
 DOD 02/07/2019 
 Reported by his son, Joseph  

 Derk Doornbos-Former Member 
 Muskegon, MI 
 SGT, HHC, 3 BN, II, 1941- 45 
 DOD 12/26/2016 
 Reported in the Watch on the Rhine 

 Robert R. Dornfried-LM 
 Berlin, CT 
 SGT, F CO, 2 BN, KW, 1953-54  
 DOD 01/06/2018  
 Reported in the Watch on the Rhine 

 Wayne E. Jens 
 Davenport, IA 
 PFC, C CO, 1 BN, II, 1943-45  
 DOD 10/25/2017  
 Reported by his wife, Arlene 

 Michael W. Friend-LM 
 Columbus, GA 
 SFC, A CO, 1 BN, CW, 1966-68 
 DOD 02/18/2019 
 Reported by son, Andy 

 Myer G. Borish-LM 
 Royal Palm Beach, FL 
 T/5, K CO, 3 BN, II, 1944-46 
 DOD 12/01/2018 
 Reported by Tom Heitzer 

New Members 
 

Daniel B. Maxim-Upgraded to LM 
Sacramento, CA 
SP/5, MORT BTRY, REGT, CW, 
1956-59 
 

Arthur L. McGrue-LM 
Fort Stewart, GA 
LTC, HHC, 1 BN, 3 BN, OIF, 2007-
08, 2018- 
 

Andrew R. DeUnger-LM 
Hinesville, GA 
CSM, 3 BN, GWOT, 2019- 
 

Pennie Burke-Assoc 
Columbia, SC 
Wife of LM Henry Burke 
 

Membership Report 

 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS BY PERIOD  CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY TYPE 

NUMBER OF CHINA HANDS 0 REGULAR LIFE 237 

NUMBER OF WWII MEMBERS 28 REGULAR ANNUAL 51 

NUMBER OF KOREA MEMBERS 119 ASSOCIATE LIFE 18 

NUMBER OF COLD WAR MEMBERS 80 ASSOCIATE ANNUAL   5 

NUMBER OF PEACETIME MEMBERS 17 TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 311 

NUMBER OF OEF FORCES 1 
 

NUMBER OF OIF FORCES 9 
 

NUMBER OF GWOT FORCES 34 
 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 23 

TOTAL MEMBERS 311 
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Application for Membership in the 
15TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION 

Please Print Clearly 
 

 

 New Member    _________________   Renew Membership 

                                                 (Today’s Date) 

 

 

NAME: _________________________________________________________ 

  (Last)   (First)   (MI) 

 

 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City-State-Zip: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Phone: (______) ________________________ Spouse Name: _________________________ 

 

 

 

Rank: ________ Unit (Co & Bn): _____________________________________  

 

 

 

Dates Served: ___________________    Birth Date: _________________________ 

 

 

 

Did you serve in Afghanistan with the 3-15th Infantry_______ 

 

 

 

E-mail Address: ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Affinity if applying for Associate Membership: ______________________________________ 

                              

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP DESIRED 

Regular Annual $10.00              Associate Annual $10.00   

        On Active Duty Annual $5.00    Life (see dues rates below) 

               

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS ARE BASED ON YOUR AGE AT YOUR LAST BIRTHDAY 

Up to Age 60 = $150.00; Age 60 – 69 = $120.00; Age 70 – 79 = $100.00; Age 80 and over =$50.00 

You can sign up and pay online by going to www.warfoto.com/15thInfRegt.html and clicking on the “Pay Dues” 

tab or make check payable to “15th Infantry Regiment Association” and mail to the following:  
                      

                 Tom Heitzer 

         231 Normandie Drive          

                 Bonne Terre, MO 63628         

(314) 650-4692 
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Active Battalion Update 

 
From the Desk of China 6 (April 10, 2019) 

 
Greetings China Family, 
 
Today marks the day that the Battalion gets the opportunity to hop off the “Marne Express” and take a 

short break before we head west to the National Training Center.  These past couple of months have been 

busy, where we have witnessed the Battalion execute training in some form or another from January 15 

until recently, March 22.  These different training events have tested our mettle, and I am beyond excited 

as to how well the Battalion came out on the other end. When we get to the National Training Center, our 

Soldiers will be ready to take on our “adversary” and demonstrate that we are ready to answer our 

Nation’s call. 

 

To our family members and supporters, you should feel proud of your loved ones.  The intensive training 

cycle that they just completed enabled the Battalion to train from the basic level and progress upwards.  

From individual training to crew gunnery to training at the squad, platoon, company, and battalion level, 

your Soldiers excelled at every task.  Due to their hard work and determination, the Battalion is ready at 

the squad, platoon, company, and battalion level.  When we complete our training rotation at the National 

Training Center, we will be ready to travel anywhere and close with any enemy in the defense of our 

Nation. 

 

Lastly, but most importantly, the Battalion was given the distinct honor of hosting the family of one our 

legendary heroes.  Mr. Bob and Donna Antolak, nephew to Sergeant Sylvester Antolak, visited the 

Battalion headquarters during Marne Focus.  They were watching a documentary on Netflix that featured 

his uncle and detailed how he earned his Medal of Honor during World War II. When they noticed that the 

Battalion has a wall honoring the Regiment’s Medal of Honor recipients, they asked to see the display.  

We humbly obliged and even gave them a tour of the China Room.  The visit went very well and we were 

proud to be able to hear the stories regarding the family of one of our own heroes.  

 

In closing, I want to continue to thank the China Soldiers for all of their hard work and commitment to 

achieving excellence. I cannot express how well the battalion performed overall and we are truly setting a 

new standard. To our friends and family, I thank you for your continued support to the battalion. Take care 

and God bless.  

 

Can Do! 

 

Respectfully, 

Arthur L. McGrue III 

China 6 
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MORTEP January 2019 

 

The training began after holiday block leave with our Mortar Soldiers. 

SPC Rayquan Rodgers and PFC August Little are on the right, bore 

siting the M252 Mortar for the live fire exercise.  Our Mortar Soldiers 

are vital when facing the enemy and provide fire at short-range 

targets.  They work together with the Infantry Soldiers in controlling 

and holding complex terrain.  

 

A Co Squad FTX February 2019 

 

Continuing our squad training, A Co had multiple squad training 
exercises out in the field.  As an Infantry battalion, our mission is to 
control the high ground and complex terrain.  These training 
exercises train our soldiers in controlling that terrain, including urban 
areas. Urban terrain exercises train squads to work together as a team to clear and control multiple 
buildings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B Co Bradley Gunnery February 2019 
 

Bradley Fighting Vehicles are pivotal in our mission to control complex terrain.  B Co Bradley crews 

worked hard this quarter in multiple gunneries to become a lethal fighting force.  This includes spending 

months training on their weapon systems and extensive operator training.  They became experts in their 

training and learned how to effectively maneuver and fire as a crew and platoon.  
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China Focus January 2019 

 

Before our rotation to the National Training Center (NTC) in May, the China Battalion completed multiple 

focus events to enhance our skills.  China Focus trained our Soldiers in all aspects of complex terrain 

control and Bradley maneuvers. We worked together as individuals, squads, and platoons to complete 

our Battalion training mission.  There is no doubt the China Battalion can answer our Nation’s call with 

confidence.  
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Spartan Focus February 2019 

 
Spartan Focus was the Brigade-wide focus event, training all battalions in the brigade in tactical 
maneuvers and fighting skills.  Our platoons and companies worked hard together to accomplish the 
training mission. 
 

 

 

Marne Focus March 2019 

 
Everything led up to Marne focus, the Division wide training event that will lead us to NTC.  Soldiers 
from every battalion in the division trained over two weeks, working together and training to engage and 
destroy any enemy 3ID encounters.  We are confident in not only the China battalion’s abilities, but the 
Brigade’s ability to face our Nation’s enemies. 
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SGT Antolak’s Legacy 
 
Bob and Donna Antolak, nephew and niece to SGT Sylvester Antolak, awarded the Medal of Honor 

for heroic actions during WWII, visited the China Battalion.  We had the great honor of guiding them 

through the proud history of 3-15 IN and assured them SGT Antolak will never be forgotten as long as 

3-15 IN stands.  I encourage everyone to read Sgt. Antolaks story, and learn from his great example 

as a leader.  

 

 
 

After Operations Maintenance and Recovery 

 

Before we head to NTC, we should recognize our maintainers who 
work equally as hard as our Infantry Soldiers.  This photo features 
PVT Zeth Robinson, a Bradley maintainer from B Co.  After 
operations maintenance is vital in keeping our fleet battle ready. Every 
maintainer was right there with our Infantry Soldiers during the field 
exercises and kept our vehicles battle ready.  
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It is also my great pleasure to introduce Command 
Sergeant Major Andrew R. DeUnger. He was born and 
raised in Austin, TX.  He enlisted in the Army in May of 
1997 as a Private and attended Infantry One Station Unit 
Training and Airborne School at Fort Benning, GA. 

Sergeant Major DeUnger’s awards and decorations include 
the Bronze Star Medal (third award), Meritorious Service 
Medal (fourth award), Army Commendation Medal (fourth 
award), Army Achievement Medal (fourth award), and Army 
Good Conduct Medal (seventh award), Expert 
Infantryman’s Badge, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Air 
Assault Badge, Pathfinder Badge, and the Drill Sergeant 
Badge.  He is married to CSM Kathryn DeUnger and he 
has three sons, and one daughter. CSM DeUnger was 
activated on the CSL and PCS-ed to 3-15 IN, 2 ABCT, 3 ID 
in February 2019 where he is currently serving as 
Command Sergeant Major of the China Battalion.   

 

 

 

Historian’s Corner 
 

Dr. Bae Sook Lee, Interpreter with 2-15 IN from December 1950 to February 1951 
Submitted by Tim Stoy 

 
Monika and I recently visited Dr. and Mrs. Bae Sook Lee in his home in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Dr. Lee is the 
former Medical Officer for the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division and a Life Member of the 15th Infantry 
Regimental Association.  He will turn 90 this November. 
  
Dr. Lee was born in Hamhung, Korea; at the outbreak of the Korean War, he was attending medical 
college in Seoul.  His family was still in Hamhung while he was in hiding in Seoul during the North Korean 
occupation.  Upon the liberation of Seoul, and the Xth Corps established its headquarters there, Dr. Lee 
came out of hiding and saw a recruiting advertisement for interpreters for Xth Corps.  He was accepted 
and following vetting and training it was early December.  
 
Xth Corps sent three interpreters to Hamhung by air in early December to support Corps elements there, 
which included the 3rd Infantry Division, the 1st Marine Division, and other corps elements. By good 
fortune, Dr. Lee’s assignment was to 3ID and further to its 703rd MP Company.  In this capacity, he was 
able to ensure the evacuation of his family from Hamhung and boarded ships to Pusan.  As the perimeter 
constricted around Hungnam mid-December and now attached to 2-15 Infantry and evacuated with the 
Battalion on 24 December.  He continued to support the Battalion as it landed at Pusan, moved towards 
Suwon, and prepared for the UN counteroffensive in March.  As the Battalion was not engaged in direct 
combat as it prepared, he was pulled back to Xth Corps HQ.  He would serve with Xth Corps HQ into July 
and then released to serve with Korean forces.  
 
Mrs. Lee is from Hungnam and evacuated on the famous Meredith Victory to Pusan, the last ship to leave 
on 24 December 1950.  She and her family lived in a refugee camp on Kojedo Island.  She met Dr. Lee 
while he was looking for his family, which was also in a refugee camp on Kojedo! 
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After the war, he completed his medical training and entered the ROK Air Force as a flight surgeon.  He  
rose to the rank of Colonel. The Lee’s would later immigrate to the United States, where he repeated 
medical studies to be able to practice in the US, and then work in a hospital in Marietta, Ohio.  Upon 
retiring, he moved to Cincinnati.  He has five brothers, all of whom also served in the ROK Air Force! 
 
As Dr. Lee was a Xth Corps asset, never officially assigned to 3ID or the 15th Infantry and not with the 
ROK military while he served with Xth Corps, he has no official military documentation showing his 
service with the 15th Infantry.  He is very interested in finding any of our members who may have served 
in the Headquarters of 2-15 IN in the period mid-December 1950 to mid-February 1951 and remember 
him serving there. His address is 3151 Brinton Trail, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45241.  
 

 
 

 
COL Townsend Whelen:  Can Do Rifleman, Hunter, Outdoorsman 

Submitted by Tim Stoy 
 

The 15th Infantry Regiment has had many important and interesting members.  Another one whose fame 
went well beyond his time in the Regiment and whose impact on shooting sports and outdoorsman-ship 
continues until this day is COL Townsend Whelen.  This article is excerpted from the 6 June 2006 issue 
of Field and Stream magazine with information from other sources.  
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Townsend Whelen was born 6 March 1877 to a prominent Philadelphia family.  He was a shy, gawky 
youngster but his father gave him a .22 rifle in 1891 and he taught himself to shoot.  Within two years he 
won his first rifle match, the first of many.  
 
In 1895, he went to see a strength exhibition and was inspired–he began exercising fanatically and 
gained 30 pounds of muscle in a year!  Then he did something remarkable for a man of his privileged 
background–he enlisted as a private in the PA National Guard.  Within 3 years, he was a Sergeant.  In 
1898 with the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, he was promoted to Regimental Sergeant Major 
within months, a position normally held by NCOs with at least 15 years-experience.  Several months 
later, he was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant.  

 
His unit did not see combat, but he found his life’s calling and applied for a 
commission in the Regular Army.  It would take a year before the next 
competitive examinations, so he quit his job, resigned his reserve 
commission, and headed off to British Columbia to do some big-game 
hunting.  While there he met an experienced wilderness hand who signed 
up to be his guide and was an excellent teacher on how to survive in the 
great outdoors.  
 
In May 1902, he returned to Philadelphia and was told no more than 50 
candidates would be allowed to take the exam for a Regular Army 
commission.  A friend of his father arranged an interview with President 
Theodore Roosevelt, who found him, “the type of young man I want to see 
in the Army.”  Two weeks after completing a week of intensive physical 
and written exams in which he finished second he was informed he had 
failed the physical exam due to insufficient chest development!  He had a 
44-inch chest and 29-inch waist at the time.  

    
Whelen met with Secretary of War Elihu Root who rectified the injustice and Whelen was commissioned 
a 2nd Lieutenant that summer.  His first unit was the 15th Infantry Regiment, which had just arrived in 
Monterey, California after successive overseas missions to Cuba, China, and the Philippines. He arrived 
there in December 1902 as the Regiment was constructing the facilities of what would become the 
Presidio.  
 
Upon his arrival, he quickly assessed that rifle marksmanship had not been a priority in the Regiment 
and that none of the officers or soldiers were familiar with the Army’s new rifle, the .30-40 Krag-
Jorgensen.  He quickly instituted a very effective marksmanship program.  His exploits are even included 
in Finney’s Old China Hands in the chapter Tenting at Chingwantao.  His impact on the Regiment’s 
shooting skills was still evident in the mid-1920’s, over 20 years after his service in the Regiment!   
 
It has proven difficult to find out when he left the 15th Infantry and where he served until 1915 when he is 
reported as serving as a Captain and Company Commander with the 29th Infantry Regiment, which was 
given the mission of defending the soon to be completed Panama Canal.  Townsend used his 
wilderness skills to conduct detailed reconnaissance of the very dense jungle in his company’s assigned 
sector.  After having learned how to be at home in the jungle, he trained his company and set the pattern 
for the rest of his regiment.  In 1917 he was assigned to the Army General Staff and spent WWI 
inspecting mobilization camps and developing training programs.  
 
   After the war he transferred to Ordnance where he would serve until 1936 and make major 
contributions in small-arms and ammunition development.  Whelen became commanding officer of the 
Frankford Arsenal (where, in 1804, his great-great-grandfather, Commissary General of the Army Israel  
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Whelen, had outfitted the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery) and simultaneously Director of Research 
and Development at the Springfield Armory.  He learned a great deal from his gunsmiths and their 
civilian counterparts.  
 
During his time in the Army and afterwards he developed different cartridges which maximized the 
effectiveness and power of various rifles.  He was a prolific writer who published numerous articles on 
rifles, cartridges, loads, outdoorsmanship, and  big-game hunting from his retirement until his death in 
1961.  His name is revered in gunning and outdoors circles, and his book “The American Rifle” remains 
a standard in the shooting community, despite being first published in 1918!  A lean-to shelter he 
developed in his days trekking through the wilderness is still known as the Whelen Lean-To.  

 
In 1932 he wrote, “I am trying to make our country a 
Nation of Riflemen who will forever command peace, 
who will preserve the sanctity of our homes, and who 
will conserve our game for the sportsmanship use of 
themselves, their sons, and their grandsons.”  Another 
great quote was “Riflemen are made, not born.”  And 
another, “The .30-06 is never a mistake.” 
 
One of his many contributions to military rifle 
marksmanship was the use of the rifle sling to help the 
shooter hold his weapon steady.  This developed into 
quite an intricate ballet.  He was one of the best shots 
in the Army.  He could hit man-sized targets at 200 
yards with an open-sighted M1903 Springfield–six hits 

in 10 seconds. He also was a crack-shot in 1,000-yard shooting with the 1892 .30-40 Krag-Jorgensen 
rifle.  He would be the 1903 Army Competition champion; coach of the U.S. Army Infantry Team in 1905; 
and member of the U.S. Infantry National Team in 1903, 1906, and 1907.  
 
The NRA annually awards the Townsend Whelen Trophy to the high Senior with the Match Rifle in the 
National High-Power Rifle Championship Aggregate. The award was instituted in 1961 in honor of 
Colonel Whelen by Gun Digest, a publication he frequently contributed to over many years 

 
The National Museum of the United States Army Nears Completion 

Submitted by Tim Stoy 
 
It may be difficult to believe, but the United States Army does not have a national museum!  Many 
readers will say that is not possible, they have visited an Army museum.  You very well may have, at any 
of our Army bases around the country such as Fort Benning.  These are wonderful museums but they 
are not the National Army museum.  Their mission is to use history to motivate our soldiers.  The 
National Museum of the United States Army erected in Fairfax Country, Virginia outside of Fort Belvoir 
has an entirely different mission–to educate the American public and other visitors about the Army’s 
tremendous contributions to the Nation, tell the stories of the Nation’s soldiers, and inspire Americans to 
support the Army.  The museum is easily accessible from Interstate 95 or US Route 1 via the Fairfax 
County Parkway and is appropriately located close to Mount Vernon, the home of George Washington, 
the Army’s first Commanding General!  The museum will be easily accessible with no entrance gate.  
 
The museum is expected to open in June 2020.  It will exhibit artifacts from the Army’s extensive 
collection of historic items from the entire breadth of the Nation’s history.  Children will have experiential 
learning opportunities, veterans a wonderful facility for reunions and meetings, and the public a fantastic 
resource for learning about its Army and the great men and women who served in it.  
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Additionally, the Military District of Washington will use the parade ground for ceremonies open to the 
American public throughout the year.  A wonderful feature in the museum and on the foundation’s 
website is the Registry of the American Soldier.  An Army veteran can fill out their registry entry online, 
accessible to interested persons and visitors at one of the kiosks in the museum’s lobby.  Tens of 
millions Americans have served in the Army and every one of them deserves to have their story told.  
 
The museum’s opening will be the culmination of many years of hard work.  Congress initially authorized 
construction of a museum way back in 1814.  The Army Historical Foundation was established in 1983 
for the express purpose of raising the necessary funds for the museum’s construction. Even with the 
opening of the museum in 2020, the Foundation will continue its crucial fund-raising role as it will be 
running the museum store, café, and theater.  The museum will be run by the Army as the owner of all 
the artifacts and each exhibit has been developed with oversight by the Army’s Center of Military History 
to most effectively tell the Army’s story.  
 
For more information, I recommend readers visit the Army Historical Foundation’s (AHF) website: 
www.armyhistory.org.  Should you wish to support the museum you can become a member of AHF, buy 
a brick honoring your or a family member’s service, and/or donate.  Your great Army deserves a great 
museum and deserves your support! 

 

 
 

 
Monika Stoy with Army CSM(Ret.) Kenneth Preston and BG(Ret) Creighton Abrams III 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.armyhistory.org/
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The Tragic History of George McIntire 

Submitted by Paul Parkosewich 
 
I am researching the military history of a close relative–Master Sergeant George Raymond McIntire, 
who died in Korea on 14 December 1953.  According to the Korean War Veterans Honor Roll and my 
personal files, Master Sergeant McIntire was a member of Company F, 2nd Battalion, 15th Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division.  He died of “other causes’ on December 14, 1953 at Yami-ri, South 
Korea.   
 
On July 22, 1947, George enlisted, did his basic training at Fort Kilmer in New Jersey, and served 3-1/2 
years in Korea.  He separated from the Army on July 1951 and reenlisted the next day for six years.  He 
was later reassigned to Korea in February 1952.   
 
He fought in at least two battles in Korea.  According to his first tour separation document, he was 
awarded the Korean Service Medal with 2 battle stars, which I believe was First United Nations 
Counteroffensive (USMC, Army, Navy, USAF) from January 25 to April 21, 1951. 
 
 

 
George McIntire (Right) 

 
George was First Sergeant of Fox Company during his second tour and I am trying to locate any 
members who were there during the months of February through December 1953.  I know he had a 
close friend, Master Sergeant Johnson, who may have been in the Regimental Headquarters Company 
Communications platoon. 
 
In particular, I am looking for information about an incident that occurred between George and his 
commanding officers during the Thanksgiving Dinner in the Yami-re mess hall in November 1953.  
During the dinner, George verbally attacked Colonel CWG Rich, Major Doob, and the regimental 
commander in front of his company.  Col Rich later became a General and commander of West Point 
and 101st Airborne Division. 
 
It was never fully explained why George was so angry and what would cause him to break discipline 
and risk his career to make a point.  This incident led to a court martial on 14 December 1953, a 
reduction of rank, and his subsequent suicide.  The verdict was never approved.  Whatever it was, it 
must have been something that he was emotionally bonded to.  This is a mystery that has never been 
solved—and one that I am trying resolve. 
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George was supposed to come home for Christmas.  On December 4, 1953, he wrote a letter to my 
grandmother saying he was looking forward to the visit.  My grandmother took George and his siblings 
in circa 1940 after the death of his parents.  George’s dad was my grandmother’s brother. 
 
My mom grew up with George and they were very close.  I learned of his death when I was about six 
years old after I heard my mom crying and asked what had happened on that December night in 1953. 
I have only a faint memory of him.  According to a letter from Colonel Rich, he was a brave soldier in 
combat and well respected by his comrades.   
 
Among other battles in Korea, I believe it is possible that George was involved in Outpost Harry and the 
Battle of Kimsong, the last battle before the Armistice, during which the 3rd Infantry Division was forced 
to retreat with disastrous consequences.  This is speculation, however.  I do not know if this is correct 
or if this could have been the source of his anger.  It may have been something else.  PTSD and 
alcohol may have been contributing factors as well. 
 
The members of the headquarters section, which he was a part of then included SFC Lindaman, LT 
Love, LT Bogart, MSG McIntyre, SFC Wright, SGT Williams, CPL Light, SGT Rothfuss, SGT 
Pennington, CPL Cruz, SGT Marchant, CPL Dehetre, CPL Flaack, SFC Vohl, CPL Breckon, CPL 
Smith, CPL Cavallo, SGT Gaylor, PFC Denson, CPL Buchholz, PFC Smith, and CPL Gibson.  There 
were also four platoons in Fox Company. 
 
If anyone has any information concerning the Thanksgiving Day incident in 1953 at Yami-ri, South 
Korea mess hall, specifically what the argument was about and/or anything about George McIntire in 
general, please contact me in any of the following ways. 
 
Paul R. Parkosewich, PO Box 409, 
Boonville, NY 13309-0409, 315-790-4456 
paul@andreguillet.com. 

 
 

The Dark Hours 
Submitted by Chaplain Chuck Trout 

 
To most people, the Dark Hours represent the time between the sun setting in the evening and when it 
appears again the next day.  Unfortunately, to others the Dark Hours represent personal challenges:  
The challenge to remain alcohol and drug free; the challenge to face and fight problems and/or the 
challenge to realize one’s worth.  
 
During the day time hours, the mind and body are usually kept busy by activities and during the 
nighttime hours the body normally rests to get prepared for the next day.  It is those dreaded hours in 
between that present a challenge.  This is when the mind tends to wonder do to lonesomeness, 
uncertainty, fears, and the many challenges of life.  
 
As a combat veteran, who has seen the horrors of war, I have been searching for a solution that 
provides a way for those hurting where they can go in privacy, at their convenience, to address their 
challenges.  
 
I served as Base Chaplain at the Joint Forces Training Base, Los Alamitos, California.  For 20 years, I 
served as Pastor of the Day at the Crystal Cathedral, home of “The Hour of Power”.  Serving in both 
capacities allowed me to meet numerous military personnel, veterans, and civilians experiencing the 
lonely feeling of frustration.  
 
 

mailto:paul@andreguillet.com.
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Recently, a business associate and I established, “Echo Hope Now”, which is a non-profit corporation 
where those searching for answers can go, free of charge, to seek answers to their problems.  We 
realize that people change, times change, but the problems people face basically remain the same.  Our 
goal was to establish a “One-Stop” website to provide hope and encouragement for the hurting and 
weary.  We strongly believe “those needing help do not care how much we know until they know how 
much we care.” 
 
The website we established is www.echohopenow.org, which addresses 110 categories of problems and 
includes over 1600 videos which were specifically selected to give comfort to those seeking hope. 
Hopefully we can turn some of those dark hours into bright futures.  Blessings!  

 
Photo Archive 

 

 
With David and Shirley Mills 

 

 
With Marianne Stuart 

 

http://www.echohopenow.org/
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Can Do Bumper Stickers 

 
John Campbell came up with the below bumper sticker design.  The price is $3.00 with checks made 
payable to the ‘15th Infantry Regiment Association.’  Send checks and recipient addresses to Andrew 
Lerch at 15302 Iris Ln, Montclair, VA 22025-1015 and he will send out all bumper stickers via the U.S 
Postal Service. 
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